5 8            EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
Blaisot, at the Hotel de Baviere near the Porte St. Marcel, in
Paris, gives a living picture of the school at the Rue St.
Jacques, and has been freely used in this chapter. Other
sources of information are: the Constitutions of the
Parisian Congregation, the Annual Letters, or annals, of
several Ursuline monasteries, and the many biographies of
Ursuline nuns. Early records centre exclusively around
the life of the religious, later ones include accounts of
external events and historical facts, but they never strike
the pedagogic note. There is something significant in this
abstention which goes to prove that if the Order was
organised for teaching purposes, these did not hold the first
place in the minds and thoughts of its members.
The ideals and methods of an Ursuline school, while
having necessarily many points of contact with those of the
Benedictines, offered also marked contrasts. Whereas the
Abbaye-aux-Bois stood for leisurely culture and the easy-
going trust in the efficacy of its traditions, which is char-
acteristic of every institution that has stood the test of time,
the Ursulines give proof of intensity of effort, efficiency of
organisation, and a real advance towards scientific pedagogy.
The solemn ritual and display of the Benedictine Abbey,
with its distinguished and aristocratic tone, is replaced in
the more modern institution by dignified simplicity.
Moreover, Benedictine schools were a side issue, however
important a one, of the great houses which enshrined them*
They could be suppressed without detriment to the
religious life of which they formed part. But the very
raison fetre of the Ursuline convent was the school. To its
welfare the nuns were dedicated by a fourth vow made in
addition to those promises of poverty, chastity, and obedi-
General, approving the T&glemms in 165 2, shows that they tad been, drawn, up from
the middle of the seventeenth century.